
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

Who is the main person that does the: 

Cooking? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for allowing me to spend this time in your home.  Before I leave, there are some 

questions I need to ask.  As was mentioned when you agreed to let someone come, I will be 

tape-recording the interview. 

 

Again this is to make sure that I don’t miss anything you say, because it’s important.  And I 

again want to assure you that any information you give will be confidential; no one will know 

who said this. 

 

INTERVIEWER, PLEASE PLACE NEW TAPE SIDE IN THE RECORDER, MAKE SURE IT 

IS WORKING AND START RECORDING. 

 



A. COOKING 
1. I noticed that you did most of the cooking, do you normally do the cooking? Who else 

may do the cooking? 

2. I noticed that you did most of the cooking at X, is this where you normally do the 

cooking during winter? And in summer? For what reasons do you burn in these 

places? 

3. I noticed that you did most of your cooking using x fuel? Is this what you normally use 

during winter? And in summer? Why do you use this fuel for cooking rather than x, y 

and z? 

 

B. SPACE HEATING 
4. I noticed that you let the fire you cooked on burn longer? Is this to heat the house 

after cooking? How long do you leave the fire on? Is this what normally happens 

during winter? And in summer? For what other reasons do you do this?  

 

OR IF A DIFFERENT FIRE IS USED 

 

5. I noticed that you made another fire, presumably to heat the house. Is this what 

normally happens during winter? And in summer? For what reasons do you do this? 

6. I noticed that you used x fuel for space heating? Is this what you normally use during 

winter? And in summer? Why do you use this fuel for cooking rather than x, y and z? 

 

C. WATER HEATING 
7. I noticed that you did most of the water heating at X, is this where you normally do the 

water heating during winter? And in summer? For what reasons do you burn in these 

places? 

8. I noticed that you did most of your water heating using x fuel? Is this what you 

normally use during winter? And in summer? Why do you use this fuel for cooking 

rather than x, y and z? 

 

D. VENTILATION  
9. I noticed that when you were burning, the windows were _______________(open, 

closed, sometimes open/sometime closed).  Is this usually the case in the winter?  

What things would make a difference as to whether you opened or closed the 

windows when you burned? 

 

10. During the rest of the year, are the windows more likely to be open or closed when 

you burn?  For what reasons?   What others?  Any others?  

 

11. Some people leave the windows open when the cook and some leave them closed.   



Why would a person open a window while burning? 

 

12. Why would a person close the windows while burning?  

 

E. LOCATION OF CHILD DURING BURNING 
 

13. Where would you prefer ________  (child’s name) to be when you are 

cooking/heating?   

 

14. Why do you prefer __________  (child’s name) to be there? 

 

15. Does __________ usually stay there?   

 

16. How do you get ___________ to stay there while you are cooking/heating?  

 

17. How much of the time does someone else look after the child while you are 

cooking/heating? 

 

18. For what reasons would a mother be concerned about having a child close to them 

while she’s cooking/heating?  What other reasons?  Any other reasons? 

 

19. For what reasons would a mother be concerned about having a child far from them 

while she’s cooking/heating? 

 


